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ELEANOB OF PKOVENCE,

STJRXAMED LA BELLE,

QUEEX OF HENRY III.

I) AY^IO^D BESEXGEB was the last and most iUustrious of
i.^ the r. >yul Provencal counts; even had he not been the sove-
reign of tlic land of song, Ms own verses would have entitled him
to a distin^uirilted rank among troubadour poets. His consort
Beatrice, daughter of Thomas count of Savoy, was celebrated for
ha* literary powers. From her accomplished parents the youth-
ful Eleanor inherited both natural taste and practical talent for
poetry. The composition of a poem was the primary cause to
which the infanta Eleanor of Provence owed her elevation to the
crown-matrimonial of England. Her father's steward or major-
doino. Borneo, was the person to whose able management count
Berenger was indebted for his success in matching his five
portionless daughters with the principal potentates of Europe.
Eleanor, prompted by this sagacious counsellor, sent to Richard
earl of Cornwall, Henry m.'s brother, her Provencal poem on the
adventures of Blandin of Cornwall and G-uillaume of Miremas
his companion, who undertook great perils for the love of the
princess Briende and her sister Iiionde (probably Britain and
Ireland), dames of incomparable beauty. Bichard of Cornwall,
was then at Poitoti, preparing for a crusade. He was highly
flattered by the attention of the young princess, called Eleanor la,
Belle; but it was out of Ms power to offer Ms hand and heart to
the Provencal beauty, as he was already the husband of one good
lady: he therefore recommended her to Ms brother Henry HE. for
a queen. That monarch, whose learning far exceeded Ms wit and
judgment, had been disappointed in no less than five attempts
to enter the holy pale of matrimony, with as many different
princesses. The agreeable impression he received from Ms brother,
Bichard earl of Cornwall, of the beauty and brilliant genius of Ms
fair co-respondent;, Eleanor of Provence, made Mm resolve to make
a sixth attempt, and his nobles were so obliging as to recommend,